
Granada Book Guide
  
        

GRANADA 
BOOK 

 GUIDE

Train

The train staion is fairly central and is in Avenida de Andaluces off Avenida de la Constitución. The 
phone number is 958 27 12 72. Granada is not on a high speed line. The talgo takes about 5 and a 
half hours from Madrid. Seville is 4 hours by train. Most people choose the bus rather than the train 
when coming from Malaga or Almeria.  RENFE have a good web site giving full information about 
trains in Spain in English.

Getting around

There is a good bus service throughout Granada, and normally you do not have to wait longer than 
15 minutes to catch a bus. There is also a frequent, air-conditioned minibus service connecting 
Albaicín and the Alhambra together which makes it very convenient for visitors who would like to visit 
both Moorish quarters. Taxis are also plenty in Granada and can be flagged down on any street.

QUICK FACTS

Religion: Catholic

Population: 250.000

Language: Castilian (Spanish), but English, French and 
German-speaking staff can generally be found in large hotels 
and restaurants as well as in tourist centers. 

Banking hours: Banks in Spain are generally open from 9 
am to 2 pm on Weekdays and from 9 am to 1 pm on 
Saturday. 

Useful numbers: International country code: 34
- Granada: 958 
- Emergencies: 112 
- Tourist office: 95-822-59-90 

Dialing tips: International calls: 00 - country code - area code 
- number.
Dialing Spain from abroad: +34 - area code - number. 

Public holidays: 
- 1 Jan - New Year's Day (Año Nuevo) 
- 6 Jan - Epiphany (Día de los Reyes)
- Mar/Apr - Good Thursday 
- Mar/Apr - Good Friday (Viernes Santo) 
- 1 May - Labor Day (Día del Trabajo) 
- 15 Aug - Feast of the Assumption (Asunción) 
- 12 Oct - Spanish National Holiday/Columbus Day (Día de la 
Hispanidad) 
- 1 Nov- All Saint's Day (Todos los Santos)
- 6 Dec - Constitution Day (Día de la Constitución)
- 8 Dec - Feast of the Immaculate Conception (Inmaculada 
Concepción) 
- 25 Dec - Christmas Day (Navidad) 
- local holidays (September 15th, February 28th and one in 
June) 
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Granada is the capital of the province with the same name, situated in the eastern part of the region 
of Andalusia. Geographical and scenic diversity charactizes the land. 
There is the coastal area with its warm climate; the extensive, fertile Genil plain; and the mountainous 
regions with a colder climate, where we find the 3,481 meter Mulhacén, the biggest peak on the 
peninsula of Spain. 
The city of Granada is located at the foot of the Sierra Nevada mountains at the confluences of the 
Darro and Genil rivers. 
Its unique history has bestowed it with an artistic grandeur embracing Moorish palaces and Christian 
Renaissance treasures. As the last Moorish capital on the Iberian peninsula, it also holds great 
symbolic value.

CLIMATE

The weather and climate in Granada are extremely sunny, warm and enjoyable, with mild winters 
and hot summers. Typical of the Mediterranean, Granada's stunning weather, combined with its 
scenic locations, make this part of Spain an extremely appealing place to visit.
Spring is a particularly alluring time of the year in Granada, when the temperatures begin to rise and 
the sunny weather starts to attract tourists. Night times are still on the chilly side at this time of year, 
with occasional frosts in early spring, during January and February, although by March, April and May, 
the hot summer weather and climate is clearly on the way.

HISTORY

In 1228, with the departure of the Almohad prince, Idris, who left Iberia to take the Almohad 
leadership, the ambitious Ibn al-Ahmar established the longest lasting Muslim dynasty on the Iberian 
peninsula - the Nasrids. With the Reconquista in full swing after the conquest of Cordoba in 1236, the 
Nasrids aligned themselves with Ferdinand III of Castile, officially becoming a tributary state in 1238. 
The state officially became the Kingdom of Granada in 1238.   
Granada was held as a vassal to Castile for many decades, and provided trade links with the Muslim 
world, particularly the gold trade with the sub-saharan areas south of Africa. The Nasrids also 
provided troops for Castile while the kingdom was also a source of mercenary fighters from North 
Africa. On January 2, 1492, the last Muslim leader, Muhammad XII, known as Boabdil to the Spanish, 
surrendered complete control of Granada to Ferdinand and Isabella, Los Reyes Católicos ("The 
Catholic Monarchs"), after the city was besieged.       
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Teatro Alhambra 
(Alhambra Theater) 
c/ Molinos, 54 
Tlf: 958 22 04 47 
Go here for: Theater, Flamenco Performances 

TRANSPORTS

Airplane

Granada Airport, situated in the area known as "Vega del Genil" (near the small town of Santa Fé), is 
located about 16km west of the city of Granada and 106km south of the city of Jaen. It mainly handled 
national flights to Madrid and Barcelona but recently has expanded with a number of international 
flights from low cost airlines. The access to the airport is directly south from the A92 Seville motorway.
There are several departures a day for buses to the city centre. Operated by Autocares Gonzalez. 
Their website is www.autocaresjosegonzalez.com (Tel:958 490 164).
Busses to the city from the airport are "following the arrival of every aeroplane" The journey time is 
45minutes and the cost is 3 Euro. 

Bus 

Granada's bus station is at Carretera de Jaén s/n, the continuation of Avenida de Madrid, 3 km 
northwest of the center. There is an excellent transport network which links it to Andalucía and the rest 
of Spain. The main bus company in Andalucía is Alsa. From Madrid, you can take the 5 hours bus to 
Granada and the ticket generally costs less than 20 €. You can check the timetable here:
www.alsa.es.

Car

If you plan to drive to Granada from Madrid, exit Madrid via the A4/E-5 highway and then switch to the 
A44/E 902. The journey takes approximately 5 hours. From Córdoba and Badajoz, take the N-432 
road. From Seville and Málaga, take the A-92 westward.

Palacio de Exposiciones y Congresos
(Exposition and Conference Palace) 
Paseo del Violón 
Go here for: Zarzuela, Music Concerts, Theater
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In some tapas bars you can choose which tapa to have whereas in other bars they have a set list of 
tapas which you get according to which round of tapas you are on.

                                         MUSIC

In Andalucía, flamenco is the prevalent form of music. However, 
since centuries before the creation of flamenco, Andalucía has 
always been a very music-oriented area. Spanish folk music and 
dance developed throughout Spain, first taking shape in the form 
of the music and dances like the jota, the zarabanda, the 
chacona, and the fandango. This music would be adapted to 
become the joyous music of Andalucían "fiestas," meant to be 
enjoyed by festive  couples and groups..
A key difference between Spanish folk music and flamenco, the 
music of the gypsy population, is the mood and the content. 
Created by an oppressed population, flamenco is extremely private 
and emotional, often telling of great suffering- hunger, prison, 
death, etc. Andalucían folk music, however, is almost always 
festive, upbeat, and ready for a party.

Contemporary Granada Music 

Contemporary Spanish music embraces both strains of Spanish music: traditional folk and flamenco. 
For example, a style has emerged called "flamenco fusion" or "nuevo flamenco" (new flamenco), 
which incorporates a variety of genres into flamenco music- amongst them salsa, rock, blues, and 
rumba. The famous Manuel de Falla is another example of incorporating traditional music into other 
genres. The composer, who resided for most of his life in Granada, drew heavily from Andalusían folk 
song traditions and Spanish exoticism in composing his classical masterpieces.

Granada is surely one of the most important Spanish cities for the growth of Spanish pop rock of 
recent years. Here you can find bands like Lagartija Nick, Los Planetas, Lori Meyers and Eskorzo. Do 
not forget either that Joe Strummer, the legendary leader of The Clash, lived for a time in Granada, 
where they even dedicated a small square in his name in 2012.

THEATRE

Nothing spells culture like a night at the theater. Whether you want to take in a lively Spanish 
"zarzuela" (a light opera) or see the words of Federico García Lorca come to life on the stage, 
Granada has a wealth of venues and a wide range of theatrical activities. So check out the agenda at 
any of the city's theaters to see what suits your fancy- here are three of Granada's more prominant 
theaters to get you started: 

Teatro Isabel la Católica
(Isabel the Catholic Theater) 
c/ Acera del Casino 
Tlf: 958 22 29 07 
Go here for: Theater, Opera, Classical Concerts, Flamenco Performances

The capture of Muslim Granada by the forces of Ferdinand and 
Isabella is one of the more significant events in Granada's history. 
The terms of the surrender treaty explicitly allowed the city's Muslim 
inhabitants to continue unmolested in their faith and customs.
By 1499, however, Cardinal Francisco Jiménez de Cisneros grew 
frustrated with the slow conversion efforts of Granada's first 
archbishop, Fernando de Talavera, and undertook a program of 
forced baptisms. Cisneros's new tactics, which were a direct 
violation of the terms of the treaty, provoked an armed revolt 
centered in the Alpujarras, a rural region to the southwest of the 
city.
In response to the rebellion, in 1501 the Castilian Crown rescinded 
the surrender treaty, demanding that Granada's Muslims convert or 
emigrate. While many elites chose to emigrate to North Africa, the 
majority of the city's Muslims converted to Christianity, becoming 
Moriscos, Catholics of Moorish descent.             

Over the course of the sixteenth century, Granada took on an 
ever more Christian and Castilian character, as immigrants 
flocked to the city from other parts of the Iberian Peninsula. 
The city's mosques, some of which had been established on 
the sites of former Christian churches, were converted to 
Christian uses. New structures, such as cathedral and the 
Chancillería, or Royal Court of Appeals, helped transform the 
urban landscape, and in the wake of the 1492 Alhambra 
decree that expelled Spain's Jewish population, Granada's 
Jewish neighborhood was demolished to make way for new 
Christian and Castilian institutions.                                                                                                 
The fall of Granada holds an important place among the 
many significant events that mark the latter half of the 15th 
century. It ended the eight hundred year-long Islamic 
presence in the Iberian Peninsula. Freed from internal 
conflict, a unified Spain embarked on its greatest phase of 
expansion around the globe, leading to the arrival in the 
Americas by Isabella's protégé Christopher Columbus. 
Subsequent colonization led to the creation of the Spanish 
Empire, the largest empire of the world for its time.

SIGHTSEEING

There are many sides to the town:

- A Moorish town: it was the last kingdom to be reconquered by the Christians from the Moors. Its 
Moorishness is evident throughout the town, but especially in the Alhambra Palace and Generalife, 
one of the most visited monuments in the world, and, on the opposite hill, the Albaicín, the ancient 
moorish quarter with its narrow cobbled lanes and squares and traditional houses. 

- A Renaissance and modernist town: Renaissance because of the large amount of buildings in this 
style of architecture, particularly religious buildings, which were built at the time of the Christians 
arrival in the 16th century. Modernist since the beginning of the 20th century because of the 
modernist style borrowed from Catalonia after the creation of the Granadan sugar refining industry. 
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- A centre for Flamenco, centred on the district of Sacromonte, inhabited by gypsies who have 
become singers, dancers and guitarists. They have spread their art throughout the world. 

- A university town, with one of the oldest universities in Spain (over 500 years old) and one of the 
biggest ones, with about 60,000 students coming from all over the world. Walking on the streets and 
going to the tapas' bars you will find a young environment, that gives to Granada a typically Spanish 
character. 

- A cultural town: apart from Semana Santa (Easter) and Fiestas del Corpus, other events stand out: 
jazz festival (autumn), international festival of theatre (spring) and international festival of music and 
dance (spring). As well as these events theatrical representations, concerts and flamenco shows, etc., 
occur throughout the year at the Manuel de Falla cultural centre, the Palacio de Congresos and in 
various other centres created for these purposes. 

- It is an ideal site for winter sports being 36 km away from the winter resort of Sierra Nevada whose 
sports facilities are easily accessible from the town. Here several international championships take 
place, among them the World Ski Championships in 1995. Sports lovers of any kind have ample 
opportunity to practice in sport complexes all over the town. 

Granada lives in the present day without losing its traditions, its beauty or its Spanish and Andalusian 
flavour.

Special events:

Semana Santa (Easter), "Spring" Party, Día de la Cruz, Corpus Christie ( Feria de Granada), 
International Festival of Music and Dance (Summertime), Festival Flamenco, Flamenco Joven, 
Certamen Internacional De Guitarra, Fiesta de San Cecilio, Festival de Cortometraje, Jazz Festival, 
Zaidín quarter Festival, International Tango Festival (March), Summer inthe Corral del Carbón 
(theatre and Flamenco), etc. 

stores and jewellery, in a traditional village setting. In some shops, the time it seems to have stopped 
and conserve the centennial trades of the clay and the ceramics, of the wood and the leather, the 
construction of guitars, the textile or the forge and the boiler making.
Other notable shopping areas in Granada include the Plaza de Bib-Rambla, which contains a number 
of popular florists, fashion boutiques and restaurants.

DINING

There are restaurants and cafés with good catering throughout Granada, but you will find some of the 
most concentrated area to hunt for good eateries around the Albaicín and the Alhambra. Within the 
neighborhood of the cathedral there are some tapas bars and restaurants with nice atmosphere and 
tastes. Most of the restaurants serve superb home-made local Andalucían specialties, but there are 
also places with international cuisines such as French, American, Mexican, Italian, Japanese, 
Chinese, Indian...

NIGHTLIFE

All Spanish cities have a vibrant nightlife usually involving consuming copious quantities of alcohol 
and staying up late, Granada is no exception. 
Although it is becoming more indistinct, there are two main zones full of bars. Pedro Alarcón attracts 
a generally younger set of people 18-22 and the area around Plaza Nueva and the Calle Elvira 
maybe a bit older.
In winter there are often bands playing in the bars, the best way to find out what is going on is to go to 
bars and look at the posters on the wall,  or go by word of mouth. There used to be a lot of jazz and 
blues but music in bars is becoming less common because the authorities are more strict about 
noise levels and complaints by the neigbours than before. 
In Granada there are places where you can listen and dance to music of different styles: Afrodisia 
(every night has a different style of music, but funk and soul are preferred), the Booga (with live 
concerts of rock, pop, reggae and jam sessions on Sunday night), the Son (the cocktail bar with more 
years in the area, where you can hear both salsa and electronic music on the ground floor), Vogue 
(national and international pop music) the PlantaBaja (pop and rock) and more ...

It's typical in Granada to go out  for "tapas". A tapa is a small portion of food which you receive when 
you buy a drink. To give the customers tapas is a universal Spanish custom throughout Spain. In 
some cities such as Granada, Leon etc the tapas are free. They can vary from just a few nuts or a 
small dish of olives to almost a mini meal in itself. One of the greatest pleasures of being in Spain is 
to go out with your friends for tapas. It represents a very healthy way of drinking because as you drink 
you eat. It is normal to only stay in each tapas bar for one or two drinks so you may visit a whole 
series of bars during an evening. 
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Skiing

Estación Sierra Nevada, is one of the best equipped in all of Spain and the southernmost ski resort in 
Europe, and has numerous modern hotels. Its 45 marked runs add up to a total of 62 kilometers and 
are classified according to difficulty. There are 20 ski lifts, 266 artificial snow machines, and also a 
long-distance trail. Minimum altitude is 2.100 meters and maximum is 3.300 meters.

(November - April), Forfait: 43 € - 45 € per day
Tourism Office. 958 24 91 00
Information on skiing conditions in Sierra Nevada. 958 48 04 10
Farmacia (Pharmacy). 958 48 04 10 

Equestrian sports

Centro Ecuestre Los Alayos, Dilar. Tel. 958 595196

Futbol

Campus de Fuentenueva, Granada.

Squash

Abarles, Club de Squash Granada, calle Santo Tomás de 
Villanueva 5, Granada. Tel. 958 277910

Bikes rental

Bicicletas la Estación, Calle Molinos 20, Granada. Tel. 958 568020

Tennis

Centro polideportivo “Bola de Oro”, Calle Santo Sepulcro, Granada. 
Tel. 958 132972

Swimming pools

Piscina Universitaria, Campus Fuentenueva, Granada.
Piscina cubierta Arabial, Calle Cañaveral 5, Granada.Tel. 
958 293662
Piscina cubierta Centro polideportivo “Bola de Oro”, 
Calle Santo Sepulcro, Granada. Tel. 958 132972

SHOPPING

Granada is a sprawling city, with an enormous variety of 
shops and shopping districts, particularly around Granada's Old 
Quarter area. 
Close to the cathedral, which dominates this part of Granada, 
popular places to shop in the historic Old Quarter include the 
Alcaiceria streets, where you will find an array of gift shops, 
local handicraft 

Monuments and Places to visit

Alhambra and Generalife Gardens, Cathedral, Royal 
Chapel, Madraza, La Virgen de las Angustias Church, 
San Juan de Dios Church, Santa Ana Church, San Pedro 
Church,Colegiata del Salvador, Carmen de los Mártires, 
la Cartuja Monastery, Archeological Museum, los Pisa's 
House, la Zambra Flamenco Museum, Albayzin, 
Sacromonte and Realejo Quarters, Corral del Carbón, 
Huerta de San Vicente, Arts and popular customs 
Museum, Dar Al Horra Palace, Max Moreau House-
Museum, Gómez Moreno Museum, Fine Arts Museum, 
Carmen-Museum Rodríguez Acosta, Manuel de Falla 
House-Museum, San Jerónimo Monastery, Sciences 
Park, Contemporary Arts Centre, Jose Guerrero Museum, 
Plaza Nueva, Plaza de la Trinidad, Plaza de Bib-Rambla, 
Plaza del Carmen (City Hold), Winter Park "Llano de la 
Perdiz", García Lorca Park (Huerta de San Vicente), La 
Alpujarra, Natural Park of "Sierra Nevada", etc.

SPORTS AND ACTIVITIES

Sports in Granada have become all the rage in the city. With tourism becoming a prominent feature 
of the city's life, what with Granada's favorable weather conditions and all, the city has had to furnish 
its precincts well to cater to all the demands and necessities of its visitors. So sports in Granada have 
become an integral part of the city's life.
As of the now, the city is well equipped with several types of sports in Granada. Also, all the types of 
sports available in the city are provisioned to cater to specific needs of the people. Though there are 
plenty of sports in Granada, some of the most popular activities of sports in Granada are: football, 
tennis, skiing, golf, paragliding, boating, trekking, cycling. Here you find some infomation:

Airsports
Parapente Biplaza, tel. 659 511995 / 679 798679
Club de Vuelo Libre Paragente, Calle Los Abetos 8-B 
Urbanización Cerro del Oro, Cenes de la Vega. Tel. 627 
985487

Watersports
Aqualia Dive, Calle Gonzalo Barbero 1, La Herradura. Tel. 
628 903777
Salta Ríos, Paseo de las Palmas 27, Granada. Tel. 
958 566066
18 Nudos Surf Club, Urbanización Sue, Salobreña. Tel. 609 
543577

Hiking
Tropical Extreme, Gran vía de Colón 10, 6d, Granada.Tel. 660 
080565
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- A centre for Flamenco, centred on the district of Sacromonte, inhabited by gypsies who have 
become singers, dancers and guitarists. They have spread their art throughout the world. 

- A university town, with one of the oldest universities in Spain (over 500 years old) and one of the 
biggest ones, with about 60,000 students coming from all over the world. Walking on the streets and 
going to the tapas' bars you will find a young environment, that gives to Granada a typically Spanish 
character. 

- A cultural town: apart from Semana Santa (Easter) and Fiestas del Corpus, other events stand out: 
jazz festival (autumn), international festival of theatre (spring) and international festival of music and 
dance (spring). As well as these events theatrical representations, concerts and flamenco shows, etc., 
occur throughout the year at the Manuel de Falla cultural centre, the Palacio de Congresos and in 
various other centres created for these purposes. 

- It is an ideal site for winter sports being 36 km away from the winter resort of Sierra Nevada whose 
sports facilities are easily accessible from the town. Here several international championships take 
place, among them the World Ski Championships in 1995. Sports lovers of any kind have ample 
opportunity to practice in sport complexes all over the town. 

Granada lives in the present day without losing its traditions, its beauty or its Spanish and Andalusian 
flavour.

Special events:

Semana Santa (Easter), "Spring" Party, Día de la Cruz, Corpus Christie ( Feria de Granada), 
International Festival of Music and Dance (Summertime), Festival Flamenco, Flamenco Joven, 
Certamen Internacional De Guitarra, Fiesta de San Cecilio, Festival de Cortometraje, Jazz Festival, 
Zaidín quarter Festival, International Tango Festival (March), Summer inthe Corral del Carbón 
(theatre and Flamenco), etc. 

stores and jewellery, in a traditional village setting. In some shops, the time it seems to have stopped 
and conserve the centennial trades of the clay and the ceramics, of the wood and the leather, the 
construction of guitars, the textile or the forge and the boiler making.
Other notable shopping areas in Granada include the Plaza de Bib-Rambla, which contains a number 
of popular florists, fashion boutiques and restaurants.

DINING

There are restaurants and cafés with good catering throughout Granada, but you will find some of the 
most concentrated area to hunt for good eateries around the Albaicín and the Alhambra. Within the 
neighborhood of the cathedral there are some tapas bars and restaurants with nice atmosphere and 
tastes. Most of the restaurants serve superb home-made local Andalucían specialties, but there are 
also places with international cuisines such as French, American, Mexican, Italian, Japanese, 
Chinese, Indian...

NIGHTLIFE

All Spanish cities have a vibrant nightlife usually involving consuming copious quantities of alcohol 
and staying up late, Granada is no exception. 
Although it is becoming more indistinct, there are two main zones full of bars. Pedro Alarcón attracts 
a generally younger set of people 18-22 and the area around Plaza Nueva and the Calle Elvira 
maybe a bit older.
In winter there are often bands playing in the bars, the best way to find out what is going on is to go to 
bars and look at the posters on the wall,  or go by word of mouth. There used to be a lot of jazz and 
blues but music in bars is becoming less common because the authorities are more strict about 
noise levels and complaints by the neigbours than before. 
In Granada there are places where you can listen and dance to music of different styles: Afrodisia 
(every night has a different style of music, but funk and soul are preferred), the Booga (with live 
concerts of rock, pop, reggae and jam sessions on Sunday night), the Son (the cocktail bar with more 
years in the area, where you can hear both salsa and electronic music on the ground floor), Vogue 
(national and international pop music) the PlantaBaja (pop and rock) and more ...

It's typical in Granada to go out  for "tapas". A tapa is a small portion of food which you receive when 
you buy a drink. To give the customers tapas is a universal Spanish custom throughout Spain. In 
some cities such as Granada, Leon etc the tapas are free. They can vary from just a few nuts or a 
small dish of olives to almost a mini meal in itself. One of the greatest pleasures of being in Spain is 
to go out with your friends for tapas. It represents a very healthy way of drinking because as you drink 
you eat. It is normal to only stay in each tapas bar for one or two drinks so you may visit a whole 
series of bars during an evening. 
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In some tapas bars you can choose which tapa to have whereas in other bars they have a set list of 
tapas which you get according to which round of tapas you are on.

                                         MUSIC

In Andalucía, flamenco is the prevalent form of music. However, 
since centuries before the creation of flamenco, Andalucía has 
always been a very music-oriented area. Spanish folk music and 
dance developed throughout Spain, first taking shape in the form 
of the music and dances like the jota, the zarabanda, the 
chacona, and the fandango. This music would be adapted to 
become the joyous music of Andalucían "fiestas," meant to be 
enjoyed by festive  couples and groups..
A key difference between Spanish folk music and flamenco, the 
music of the gypsy population, is the mood and the content. 
Created by an oppressed population, flamenco is extremely private 
and emotional, often telling of great suffering- hunger, prison, 
death, etc. Andalucían folk music, however, is almost always 
festive, upbeat, and ready for a party.

Contemporary Granada Music 

Contemporary Spanish music embraces both strains of Spanish music: traditional folk and flamenco. 
For example, a style has emerged called "flamenco fusion" or "nuevo flamenco" (new flamenco), 
which incorporates a variety of genres into flamenco music- amongst them salsa, rock, blues, and 
rumba. The famous Manuel de Falla is another example of incorporating traditional music into other 
genres. The composer, who resided for most of his life in Granada, drew heavily from Andalusían folk 
song traditions and Spanish exoticism in composing his classical masterpieces.

Granada is surely one of the most important Spanish cities for the growth of Spanish pop rock of 
recent years. Here you can find bands like Lagartija Nick, Los Planetas, Lori Meyers and Eskorzo. Do 
not forget either that Joe Strummer, the legendary leader of The Clash, lived for a time in Granada, 
where they even dedicated a small square in his name in 2012.

THEATRE

Nothing spells culture like a night at the theater. Whether you want to take in a lively Spanish 
"zarzuela" (a light opera) or see the words of Federico García Lorca come to life on the stage, 
Granada has a wealth of venues and a wide range of theatrical activities. So check out the agenda at 
any of the city's theaters to see what suits your fancy- here are three of Granada's more prominant 
theaters to get you started: 

Teatro Isabel la Católica
(Isabel the Catholic Theater) 
c/ Acera del Casino 
Tlf: 958 22 29 07 
Go here for: Theater, Opera, Classical Concerts, Flamenco Performances

The capture of Muslim Granada by the forces of Ferdinand and 
Isabella is one of the more significant events in Granada's history. 
The terms of the surrender treaty explicitly allowed the city's Muslim 
inhabitants to continue unmolested in their faith and customs.
By 1499, however, Cardinal Francisco Jiménez de Cisneros grew 
frustrated with the slow conversion efforts of Granada's first 
archbishop, Fernando de Talavera, and undertook a program of 
forced baptisms. Cisneros's new tactics, which were a direct 
violation of the terms of the treaty, provoked an armed revolt 
centered in the Alpujarras, a rural region to the southwest of the 
city.
In response to the rebellion, in 1501 the Castilian Crown rescinded 
the surrender treaty, demanding that Granada's Muslims convert or 
emigrate. While many elites chose to emigrate to North Africa, the 
majority of the city's Muslims converted to Christianity, becoming 
Moriscos, Catholics of Moorish descent.             

Over the course of the sixteenth century, Granada took on an 
ever more Christian and Castilian character, as immigrants 
flocked to the city from other parts of the Iberian Peninsula. 
The city's mosques, some of which had been established on 
the sites of former Christian churches, were converted to 
Christian uses. New structures, such as cathedral and the 
Chancillería, or Royal Court of Appeals, helped transform the 
urban landscape, and in the wake of the 1492 Alhambra 
decree that expelled Spain's Jewish population, Granada's 
Jewish neighborhood was demolished to make way for new 
Christian and Castilian institutions.                                                                                                 
The fall of Granada holds an important place among the 
many significant events that mark the latter half of the 15th 
century. It ended the eight hundred year-long Islamic 
presence in the Iberian Peninsula. Freed from internal 
conflict, a unified Spain embarked on its greatest phase of 
expansion around the globe, leading to the arrival in the 
Americas by Isabella's protégé Christopher Columbus. 
Subsequent colonization led to the creation of the Spanish 
Empire, the largest empire of the world for its time.

SIGHTSEEING

There are many sides to the town:

- A Moorish town: it was the last kingdom to be reconquered by the Christians from the Moors. Its 
Moorishness is evident throughout the town, but especially in the Alhambra Palace and Generalife, 
one of the most visited monuments in the world, and, on the opposite hill, the Albaicín, the ancient 
moorish quarter with its narrow cobbled lanes and squares and traditional houses. 

- A Renaissance and modernist town: Renaissance because of the large amount of buildings in this 
style of architecture, particularly religious buildings, which were built at the time of the Christians 
arrival in the 16th century. Modernist since the beginning of the 20th century because of the 
modernist style borrowed from Catalonia after the creation of the Granadan sugar refining industry. 
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Granada is the capital of the province with the same name, situated in the eastern part of the region 
of Andalusia. Geographical and scenic diversity charactizes the land. 
There is the coastal area with its warm climate; the extensive, fertile Genil plain; and the mountainous 
regions with a colder climate, where we find the 3,481 meter Mulhacén, the biggest peak on the 
peninsula of Spain. 
The city of Granada is located at the foot of the Sierra Nevada mountains at the confluences of the 
Darro and Genil rivers. 
Its unique history has bestowed it with an artistic grandeur embracing Moorish palaces and Christian 
Renaissance treasures. As the last Moorish capital on the Iberian peninsula, it also holds great 
symbolic value.

CLIMATE

The weather and climate in Granada are extremely sunny, warm and enjoyable, with mild winters 
and hot summers. Typical of the Mediterranean, Granada's stunning weather, combined with its 
scenic locations, make this part of Spain an extremely appealing place to visit.
Spring is a particularly alluring time of the year in Granada, when the temperatures begin to rise and 
the sunny weather starts to attract tourists. Night times are still on the chilly side at this time of year, 
with occasional frosts in early spring, during January and February, although by March, April and May, 
the hot summer weather and climate is clearly on the way.

HISTORY

In 1228, with the departure of the Almohad prince, Idris, who left Iberia to take the Almohad 
leadership, the ambitious Ibn al-Ahmar established the longest lasting Muslim dynasty on the Iberian 
peninsula - the Nasrids. With the Reconquista in full swing after the conquest of Cordoba in 1236, the 
Nasrids aligned themselves with Ferdinand III of Castile, officially becoming a tributary state in 1238. 
The state officially became the Kingdom of Granada in 1238.   
Granada was held as a vassal to Castile for many decades, and provided trade links with the Muslim 
world, particularly the gold trade with the sub-saharan areas south of Africa. The Nasrids also 
provided troops for Castile while the kingdom was also a source of mercenary fighters from North 
Africa. On January 2, 1492, the last Muslim leader, Muhammad XII, known as Boabdil to the Spanish, 
surrendered complete control of Granada to Ferdinand and Isabella, Los Reyes Católicos ("The 
Catholic Monarchs"), after the city was besieged.       
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Teatro Alhambra 
(Alhambra Theater) 
c/ Molinos, 54 
Tlf: 958 22 04 47 
Go here for: Theater, Flamenco Performances 

TRANSPORTS

Airplane

Granada Airport, situated in the area known as "Vega del Genil" (near the small town of Santa Fé), is 
located about 16km west of the city of Granada and 106km south of the city of Jaen. It mainly handled 
national flights to Madrid and Barcelona but recently has expanded with a number of international 
flights from low cost airlines. The access to the airport is directly south from the A92 Seville motorway.
There are several departures a day for buses to the city centre. Operated by Autocares Gonzalez. 
Their website is www.autocaresjosegonzalez.com (Tel:958 490 164).
Busses to the city from the airport are "following the arrival of every aeroplane" The journey time is 
45minutes and the cost is 3 Euro. 

Bus 

Granada's bus station is at Carretera de Jaén s/n, the continuation of Avenida de Madrid, 3 km 
northwest of the center. There is an excellent transport network which links it to Andalucía and the rest 
of Spain. The main bus company in Andalucía is Alsa. From Madrid, you can take the 5 hours bus to 
Granada and the ticket generally costs less than 20 €. You can check the timetable here:
www.alsa.es.

Car

If you plan to drive to Granada from Madrid, exit Madrid via the A4/E-5 highway and then switch to the 
A44/E 902. The journey takes approximately 5 hours. From Córdoba and Badajoz, take the N-432 
road. From Seville and Málaga, take the A-92 westward.

Palacio de Exposiciones y Congresos
(Exposition and Conference Palace) 
Paseo del Violón 
Go here for: Zarzuela, Music Concerts, Theater
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Train

The train staion is fairly central and is in Avenida de Andaluces off Avenida de la Constitución. The 
phone number is 958 27 12 72. Granada is not on a high speed line. The talgo takes about 5 and a 
half hours from Madrid. Seville is 4 hours by train. Most people choose the bus rather than the train 
when coming from Malaga or Almeria.  RENFE have a good web site giving full information about 
trains in Spain in English.

Getting around

There is a good bus service throughout Granada, and normally you do not have to wait longer than 
15 minutes to catch a bus. There is also a frequent, air-conditioned minibus service connecting 
Albaicín and the Alhambra together which makes it very convenient for visitors who would like to visit 
both Moorish quarters. Taxis are also plenty in Granada and can be flagged down on any street.

QUICK FACTS

Religion: Catholic

Population: 250.000

Language: Castilian (Spanish), but English, French and 
German-speaking staff can generally be found in large hotels 
and restaurants as well as in tourist centers. 

Banking hours: Banks in Spain are generally open from 9 
am to 2 pm on Weekdays and from 9 am to 1 pm on 
Saturday. 

Useful numbers: International country code: 34
- Granada: 958 
- Emergencies: 112 
- Tourist office: 95-822-59-90 

Dialing tips: International calls: 00 - country code - area code 
- number.
Dialing Spain from abroad: +34 - area code - number. 

Public holidays: 
- 1 Jan - New Year's Day (Año Nuevo) 
- 6 Jan - Epiphany (Día de los Reyes)
- Mar/Apr - Good Thursday 
- Mar/Apr - Good Friday (Viernes Santo) 
- 1 May - Labor Day (Día del Trabajo) 
- 15 Aug - Feast of the Assumption (Asunción) 
- 12 Oct - Spanish National Holiday/Columbus Day (Día de la 
Hispanidad) 
- 1 Nov- All Saint's Day (Todos los Santos)
- 6 Dec - Constitution Day (Día de la Constitución)
- 8 Dec - Feast of the Immaculate Conception (Inmaculada 
Concepción) 
- 25 Dec - Christmas Day (Navidad) 
- local holidays (September 15th, February 28th and one in 
June) 
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